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The President of the United States, on September 22, ]8(>ii, issued his proclamation containing the following declaration:
"That on tlio first day of January, in tho year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any state or designated part of a slate, the pcopln whereof shall Iw in rebellion against tho United States, shall bo then, thenceforward, and forever, freo ; and tlin executive government of the United Stales, motiicling tlmmilitary and naval jinthority thereof, will rocognr/o and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts fhev mav make for their actual freedom."
This was carried out in a subsequent proclamation of .January 1, 18(i3, in which the President declares;
"And by virtue of the power and for tin: purpose aforesaid, 1 do order mid declare that all perHons hold as slaves, within said designated wiatehi and parts of slates, are, and henceforward shall be, frou ; and that tho executive government of tho Uiutud States, including the, military und naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain tho froedom nf stiid persons."
This was the beginning of the end of slavery.
In following the important financial measures of the 87th Congress, I have purposely passed by, in their order of time, other measures of vital interest that were acted upon in that Congress. The military measures adopted were on the same grand scale as the financial measures I have referred to. hi 1861 the United States contained a population of 82,000,000 people, of whom about 10,000,000 were in the seceding stales, .some of whom were opposed to secession, but a greater number living in states that did not secede were in hearty sympathy with tho rebellion. No preparation for war had boon made in any of the loyal states, while in the disloyal states preparations had been made by the distribution of arms through (.he treachery of Secretary Floyd. When tho seceding stales organi/ed a confederate government, the executive brunch of I ho gon-oral government was under the management and control of those who favored the rebellion, or were so feeble or indifferent that they offered no resistance whatever to such organisation. The President of the United States declared, in an executive message, that tho general government had no power to coerce a state. On tJie accession of President Lincoln, tho confodcmfco government was better organized for resistance than the UnionKilt II |;lM|1".lil   .lllKtlltll)])
